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PATH Partllers Suspend Power Line Project 
By PAM KASEY 

pkasey@statejournal,com 
American Electric Power 

i~d FirstEnergy Corp. moved 
?eb. 28 to withdraw applications 
:'or the 275·mile Potomac Appa· 
:achian Transmission Hi ghline 
:hey proposed to build across 
:-,; \Vest Virginia counties a nd 
2 corner of Virginia into Mar y· 
~a nd. 

Withdrawals in the three 
;rates followed t he announce· 
:nent by regional grid manager 
PJM Interconnection that it 
-;muld suspend the project while 
::'1: conducts a more rigorous 
analysis of the need for the line. 

PJM cited reduced electric de· 
mand forecasts as the primary 
,'eason for suspending the proj· 
ect, with a re·evaluation of its 
regional transmission expan
, ion pl an , or RTEP, process as a 
, econdary factor. 

The Potomac·Appalachian 
Tra nsmission Highline, or 
PATH, has been a joint venture 
Jetween Allegheny Energy and 
AEP to construct a 765·kilovolt, 
··exlra·h igh voltage" tr ansmis, 
,ion line from Putna m County 
:lortheast into Maryla nd. Last 
x eek, Allegheny merged with 
Akron, Ohio·based FirstEnergy. 

PJM directed the construc· 
cion of PATH in 2007 to resolve 
'JTojected transmission reliabil
ity violations. T he grid opera· 

. '01' originally set June 2012 as 
rhe needed in· service data a nd, 
','; ith the recession , pushed that 
date back successively to, most 
recently, June 2015. 

PJM's latest a nalyses, how· 
ever, indicate t he need for the 
project has moved well into the 
future. 

"Summer peak dema nd 
growth for PJM under the new 
information we got is prOjected 
10 average 1.4 percent annually 
over the next 10 years and 1.2 
percent over the next 15 years," 
,aid PJM Chief Communica· 
dons Officer Terry William· 
son - a significant drop, he 
, a id , from the previous figures 
of 1.7 percent annually for 10 
' ·ears and 1.5 percent over 15, 
. In addition, though , PJM has 
initiated a review of its ongoing 
RTEP process that may further 
cnange the analysis of the need 
for this line a nd two others in its 
l l,s tate region: the Mid·Allan· 

tic Power Pathway from north· 
ern Virginia across Mar yland 
to the Delmarva Peninsula and 
the Susquehan na· Rosela nd proj · 
ect fro m Pennsylvania to New 
Jer sey. 

"Essentially right now we 
can only improve transmission 
pr imarily to correct reliabil· 
ity problems," Williamson said, 
expla ini ng a limitation on the 
authority granted PJM by t he 
Federal Energy Regulatory 
Comnlission . 

But the world oftransmission 
is becoming more complex, due 
in part to state policy initiatives 
requiring that certain percent· 
ages of power delivered come 
from renewable sources. 

"Wind power from the Mid· 
west," Williamson said by way 
of example, "probably wouldn't, 
under our reliability criteria, 
result in tran smission to bring 
that here," but may need to be 
considered. 

In addition, increasing 
amounts of "demand response'· 
by large electricity users - com
mitments to reduce use during 
peak periods, easing pressure 
on transmission - - have to be 
factored in, he said. 

And if lines are built or up· 
graded for reasonS other than 
reliability, who pays for that 
tra nsmission, Williamson 
asked. Only the ultimate ben· 
eficiaries of the power? Or ev· 
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eryone in the region, under the 
assumption tha t everyone ben· 
efits? 

"It really goes to the heart of 
the planning process for trans
mission," he said , a nd noted that 
other gr id operators face the 
same questions at this time. 

Asked whether an earlier 
re·evaluation of the planning 
process would have cha nged 
the assessment of the need for 
PATH, Williamson said it would 
not. 

Demand respo nse, for exam· 
pIe, is relatively recent. he said, 

Consumers' voluntary com
mitments to r educe usage 
totaled more than 8,500 mega· 
watts in 2010, approximately 
the equivalent of 10 large power 
plants a nd five times the com· 
mitment only fOllr years earlie r. 

And on t he question of 
whether the suspension might 
end up resulting in a cancella· 
tion of the line due to policies 
that make the cost of coal 'fired 
power unattrac tive, Will iamson 
was cautious, citing complex 
and unknowable factors includ· 
ing uncertainty over regulation 
of greenhouse gas emissions 
and possible development of new 
nuclear ge neration, 

He emphasized the impor· 
tance to the public of tra nsmis· 
sion planning for ma intaining 
reliabilit y and said the planning 
process fe-evaluation may add 
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value by making it Illore possi· 
ble to integrate electricity gen· 
erated from renewable sources. 

The PATH project has had its 
share of detractors. Opponents 
have questioned the need for the 
line and voiced concerns about 
high-powered electric lines run
ning across or near their prop
erties. Some have objected to 
their property being taken for 
the highline, while others wor· 
ried that it would ruin pristine 
a reas and tandscapes. 

Until PJl'v1 reassesses the need 
for transmi ssion expansion in 
the region, the hvo companies in
volved with PATH will suspend 
activities on the project other 
than those needed to r eturn it to 
active status at a later date. 

"While we are certainly dis· 
appointed by the suspen sion 
of PATH and the uncertainties 
created by the PJM pla nning 
process, we do support a thor· 
ough and deta iled analYSis of 
the need for the project. We r e, 
main convinced that the proj· 
ect will be needed and plan to 
move forward with it when PJM 
completes its review," Michael 
G. Morri s, AEP chairman and 
CEO. sta ted in the release. 

In response to the PATH part· 
ners fi ling to withdraw their ap ' 
plicati ons, the West Virginia 
Public Service Commission 
dismissed the PATH case with· 
out prejudice on Ma rch 1. 


