
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, DC 20426 

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN May 5, 2011 
The Honorable Roscoe G. Bartlett 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0505 

Dear Congressman Bartlett: 

Thank you for your April 27, 2011 letter in which you inquired about the status of 
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission's response to your April 4, 2011 letter. In 
your April 4, 2011 letter you asked several questions concerning the Potomac 
Appalachian Transmission Highline (PATH) transmission line (Docket Nos. ER08-386
000 and ER09-1256-000). Please note that on April 28, 2011, I mailed a response to 
your April 4, 2011 letter. 

With regard to the new request in your April 27, 2011 letter asking the 
Commission to provide its responses in a public meeting in Urbana, Maryland, at this 
time I must respectfully decline your invitation. As I noted in my previous letter, many 
of your questions involve contested matters that are currently pending before the 
Commission. Pursuant to the Commission's ex parte communications rules, which are 
designed to ensure the integrity and fairness of the Commission's decision-making 
process, the Commission and its staff are generally prohibited from discussing 
substantive matters that are presented in pending contested proceedings. 

Please rest assured, however, that Commission staffwill continue to evaluate 
reports and other information on the proposed project submitted by the applicant, federal, 
state, and local officials, and other stakeholders. Additionally, if you have procedural 
questions about Commission proceedings involving the PATH transmission line, please 
feel free to contact me or Commission staff in the Office ofExternal Affairs at any time. 

As is our practice, your letter and this response will be placed in the public record 
for the above-noted proceedings, which serves to alert the Commission to the concerns of 
individuals, groups, and elected officials. Ifl can be offurther assistance on this or any 
other Commission matter, please let me know. 
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