
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                    

 

FEDERAL COMPLAINT CLAIMS 
UTILITIES KNEW OF CAPX2020 GRID INSTABILITY PROBLEMS 
 

Sparta, Wisconsin, February 28, 2013  Citizens Energy Task Force (CETF) and Save Our Unique Lands 

(SOUL) filed a complaint today with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC)  contending 

utilities knew of grid instability and reliability issues if the Minnesota-Wisconsin section of the CapX2020 

high-voltage power line is added to the electric grid.  The utilities’ own studies and conclusions form the 

basis for the complaint.        

 

The complaint names CapX2020 utilities Xcel Energy, Dairyland Power Cooperative, Great River Energy 

and Wisconsin Public Power Incorporated (WPPI) along with the Midwest Reliability Organization (MRO) 

and Midwest Independent System Operator (MISO).  The first public evidence of utility and transmission 

planner knowledge of the issue is found in April 3, 2009 Xcel Energy press release stating, “Without a line 

to the east of Minnesota, the transmission system will reach a “tipping point” where reliability is 

compromised….”   

   

According to attorney Carol Overland, who is filing the complaint, “Approval of a project known to cause 

grid instability violates reliability standards laid out by the National Energy Regulatory Commission (NERC) 

and adopted by FERC.”  Overland explains, “You can fix the stability risks by extending the 345 kV grid 

from La Crosse to Madison, but CapX2020 was approved independently, as a stand-alone transmission 

project, and on its own, it puts the system at risk.” 

 

CapX2020 is a radial line, which means it carries power in only one direction. This one-way flow brings a 

tremendous flow of electricity into the area without a corresponding outlet.  According to Overland, “This 

creates an inherently unstable situation and reduces the flexibility of the system to recover from voltage 

changes, which in turn can cause system collapse.”     

 

The Wisconsin Public Service website states, “The current transmission grid includes not only  

transmission lines that run from power plants to load centers, but also from transmission line to 

transmission line, providing a redundant system that helps assure the smooth flow of power.  If a 

transmission line is taken out of service in one part of the power grid, the power normally reroutes itself 

through other power lines to continue delivering power to the customer.”  This radial line lacks this built in 

redundancy to ensure smooth power flow.   The Midwest Reliability Organization has taken no action on 

MISO’s improper approval of the Hampton-La Crosse transmission line. 

 

In addition to problems inherent in a one-way flow of electricity, the complaint points to troubles in not 

“uprating” the existing lower voltage grid to compensate for when the 345kV CapX line experiences faults.  

The larger overlay of extra high voltage transmission depends on low voltage systems’ ability to handle the 

higher voltage capacity, and there’s been no upgrading of the underlying system in this area to handle the 

extra power.  While Minnesota is adding new lower voltage lines to support the higher voltage additions, 

Wisconsin has yet to act to bolster the lower voltage system. 

 
For further information Carol Overland  612-227-8638  overland@legalectric.org  
please contact:  Debra Severson 305.299.1400  deb@whispirit.com 

George Nyggard 608.790.7578  gnygaard@mwt.net 
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